
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 000 
Seattle, Washington 98101-3140 

FEB - 9 Nil 
OFFICE OF Ths 

REGIONAL ADMINf STRATOR 

The Honorable Michael 0. Finley 
Chairman, Colville Business Council 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 
P.O. Box 150 
Nespelent, Washington 99155 

Dear Chairman Finley: .  

Thank you for your letter dated 'January 19, 2011, to Administrator Jackson regardin.g the 
Upper Columbia River, Administrator Jackson has asked me to reSpond on her behalf. The 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) appreciates the Colville Tribes' 
unwavering advocacy for the environment of the Upper Columbia River. We recognize the 
Tribes interest in the health ofthe river's resourceS tbr current and future generations. As you 
correctly point out, it was the Colville Tribes' petition in 1999 that brought Our Superrund 
program's attention to the Upper Columbia River and began the investigation that continues 
today. 

. EPA is aggressively overseeing implementation of the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility 
Study - (11.11FS). .At hazardons waste shes where there i.a a viabk potentially responsible party, the 
potentially resporble party typically develops .the swdy plans an.d performs the bulk bribe 
investigation work under EPA's oversight. ft is also typical and appropriate for the potentially 
respansihle party to pay for - the investigation work and EPA's oversight.costs. EPA's "polluter 
pays".principle ensures - that polluters, not taxpayers, shoulder the burden of the investigation and 
cleanup costs at hazardous waate sites, 	- 

For Fiscal Year 2011, EPA plans to spend approximately $5 million an oversight. This 
figure will fund ate equivalent of four full-time EPA staff and includes extensive contract 
support to review draft detivrables, oversee field collection eflibrts, collect and analyZe split 
samples, and develop independent reports where appropriate This level of oversight is unusual 
and one of the most intense in Region 10. We are holding Tech to the terms of the Settlement 
Agreement and will not hesitate to impose penalties shOuld they be warranted, in addition„ 
financial assurance is in place should Tech refuse to continue to perform the RUES. 

EPA is cOmmitted to out government-to-government relationship with the Colville 
Tribes, Administrator Lisa Jackson's leadership at the recent Tribal Nations Conference in 
Washington, .DC, demonstrated EPA's commitment to the Tribes. As R.egional Administrator, 
am responsible for fulfilfing EPA's responsibilities to Tribes in our Region, and it is a 
.reSponsibility I take seriously. On the Upper Columbia River praket, EPA's relationship with 
the Colville 'Fribes is fur ther enhanced by the 2000 Memordndum of Aareement to which the 



Colville Tribes:, the Spokane Tribe of Indians, the 11S, Dep:';Irtireiil of the Interior.. the State of 
washingtoIL and EPA fire all sif.4nittories.  •Participating.  lifirlies, including Mc Colville Tribes, ftre 
involved in e\ cry aspect ofthe RITS, EPA faeilitates this: incolvemeifi through wee.kly 
regular in-person meetings, a rohuia process for commenting ail ucchnical documents, arid an 
interactive project team \\.eUsite. FPA k committed to providing our project partners with 
transparency, a predtclable proccs. and mdanin ,Jui Opportunities for input. Further. \\Ink:  v.e 

WC Will 1110 illways agree On paolcular issucs„ We are coilliiWd to enswring a strong 
scientific underpinning for ottr deons;. 1 hee vriU cOffilfwc:,' in hw our e timiniimen[s as we  
move fon; ard milli the RLTS, 

you ag.ain for the Tribes slead fast- advocacy and efforts on behalf of (he heAth of 
the Upper Coltullbia Rivcr 

Sincerdyv 

- 	 • 

/ 

Dennis 3Nicl:crran 
Regional Administrator 
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